Students head abroad to avoid the recession 

Students are seeking to avoid the slump in the job market by planning gap years abroad after university. 
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Competition for jobs will grow more intense as the recession deepens, according to the Association of Graduate Recruiters, which has predicted that nearly a third of members will be employing fewer graduates next year. 

Instead of making do with so-called "McJobs", which do not require a degree, students are planning to escape the gloom by working in Australia, volunteering in Africa or travelling in South America. 

Philippa Smith, head of marketing at AV, which specialises in trips and volunteering schemes in Africa and Asia, said: "Ordinarily there are 300,000 graduates every year competing for about 20,000 graduate jobs and it is set to get even more competitive with the addition of people in finance and the city for instance, who have just lost their jobs. 

"From that point of view, students realise it could well be worthwhile to take a gap year that is properly structured. It could be highly important, not just to add to a CV, but in a young person's understanding of the world and what is going on in it." 

Trips abroad which provide skills and qualifications are at a premium, according to a spokesman for gap year company Yomps. 

"We expect a surge of interest in our courses to become a safari guide in Africa or a paragliding instructor in Switzerland, for instance" said a spokesman. 

"These are trips that could lead to jobs and allow people to work abroad. We've also noticed that the length of trips has increased. We're not sure if the recession is the reason but the six months or plus trips seem to be becoming more popular." 

About 200,000 Britons take a gap year each year, including school leavers, graduates and those on career breaks. 

Tom Griffiths, the founder of gapyear.com, said students would add to the growing number of people who are travelling abroad after being made redundant. 

"There are going to be less graduate jobs around so naturally, graduates are going to be thinking 'am I just going to work in my local Sainsbury's or am I going to go for something a bit more interesting'. 

If the only jobs out there are the Sainsbury's type, you might as well use it to save a bit of money to go travelling, rather than thinking you might end up doing it forever. 

"We expect and know that a lot of people are going to be considering a gap year or working holiday. We can tell from the discussions on our web that students have the attitude that if they go away and leave the country, by the time they get back, things will have improved." (…)
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/education/universityeducation/3867453/Students-head-abroad-to-avoid-the-recession.html
