HOMOPHOBIA IN EDUCATION - ‘Sir, are you queer?’

The article we have here was published in the Guardian on Tuesday the tenth, two thousand and nine. It is entitled ‘Sir, are you queer?’ and was written by Louise Tickle. Queer means homosexual. In the sub-heading we learn that teachers still don’t feel confident enough to tackle homophobia in schools because they are worried about upsetting parents and faith groups.
The journalist incorporates several different voices in her article: three secondary school students, a drama teacher called Ian Elmslie, and teachers via the statistics provided in part two which bears the title ‘Not the norm’. The Guardian is a British daily newspaper so we can presume that Louise Tickle is writing about teachers in England or the UK. 
In the first part of the article, students share some of their thoughts about homophobia: Moe Salim can see a parallel between racism and homophobia and explains that he has become more understanding when it comes to homosexuality (c.f. lines 1-4). Seventeen year-old Charlotte reminds us that the word ‘gay’ is still used as an insult. She also feels affected by other people’s intolerant remarks because she can relate to what it means to be gay due to the fact that a member of her family is (gay) (l.5-6).
But the main focus here is on a teacher who has done a lot to help young people to become more aware of homophobic bullying, which is a form of intimidation that can be physical, verbal or psychological. That person is Ian Elmslie, a drama teacher who was asked whether he was queer as soon as he arrived at the school where he now teaches. Elmslie organised a school-wide campaign and even invited the actor Ian McKellen to come in to the school to talk to students about gay people in society.  In short, Elmslie believes that if you are open (about (your) homosexuality) students will respect your sincerity (c.f. l. 16).
In the second part of the article, the author looks at a Stonewall-commissioned report about homophobia in schools which indicates that homophobic language is common in schools (l. 23-24). Most secondary school teachers report that gay pupils, or those who are perceived to be gay by others, are bullied, etc. However, perhaps the key information here is that most incidents are not reported. Homophobic language is not restricted to secondary schools but is also rife in primary schools. 

Personally, I think it must be quite difficult to deal with homophobia because it can be difficult to detect. But I do think that teachers should take action when they hear insults or when they know that a pupil is a victim of homophobic bullying. I think that Ian Elmslie’s initiative is outstanding and that more events like this should be encouraged by schools. 

To conclude, I would say that the less young people talk about something, the more of an issue it becomes, and if students do have an issue with homosexuality, then it is important for them to be able to talk about it as this article shows.
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