


Mediterranean EU countries block bluefin tuna ban
This short article is about an ongoing attempt to get bluefin tuna banned because of dwindling stocks. According to this article from the Guardian, bluefin tuna stocks have dropped to 18% of 1970 levels. This is rather worrying because it means that tuna is an endangered species and that we have to be careful.

The countries who have tried to block the campaign to ban trade in bluefin tuna are all situated in southern Europe. While Monaco proposed to ban trade and 21 EU countries supported it, the so-called “Club Med” comprised of Malta, Cyprus, Spain, Italy, France and Greece are against the ban. 

Xavier Pastor of the Oceana fisheries conservation lobby group thinks that this attitude will mean the end of bluefin tuna, and I quote “Deplorable…They are pushing tuna to the point of no return”. WWF also criticized Mediterranean fishing interests saying that the Club Med countries were ganging up against the survival of bluefin tuna. 

Perhaps what is most surprising here is the attitude of France: President Sarkozy had made a speech in July in which he called for a ban and yet now France is blocking the ban. 

This article shows us a typical case of conflicting interests: on the one hand we have Japan and other countries who have a strong interest in bluefin tuna fishing because the fish is an important part of the economy, and on the other hand we have a majority of EU countries who are trying to do something to protect the species. It only takes a small number of countries to make conservation difficult. The real question is: what will bluefin tuna fishermen do? Governments will need to support them if they are to switch professions. As far as food is concerned, “there are plenty more fish in the sea” – bluefin tuna fish lovers will have to eat other species of fish if they want to be able to eat tuna again in the future.
I personally love bluefin tuna and I realize how difficult it must be for the Japanese to think that they may have to give up eating it. But sometimes we have to adopt strict measures in order to save certain species. Conservation is a crucial issue in the 21st century. We have to educate our children so that they can get their priorities right in the future: conservation should come before greed or pleasure, but it isn’t an easy task. 
